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The Secretary 

So, New Year—New job 
for me! After three very 
enjoyable years at    
Powerplants Australia, 
like Elvis, I left the     
building for the last time 

in December 2017.  For the record this was an 
amicable move, and has allowed me to follow my     
passion for training and set up my own business, 
and I still train on behalf of Powerplants Australia. 
More details of my ‘empire’ are listed in this 
newsletter. I recently had the great privilege of 
attending the Berryquest conference in Tasmania 
to observe first hand how this dynamic sector of 
hydroponic growing is developing. The big thing 
that came across to me was that these growers 
are totally sold on the idea of sharing knowledge 
with each other, very much like the original ideals 
of the HFF. Without doubt their businesses are 
growing via this process and they are also great 
adopters of modern technology. There is a        
detailed report on the event on page 10, so have 
a look and see what you missed out on if you    
didn’t attend. And there is plenty of activity back 
in HFF land on the horizon. Our AGM and grower 
meeting is scheduled to take place this month, 
and there is an opportunity for those of you that 

want to consider putting your hand up to join the 
committee to do so. Any organisation needs new 
blood and while in the words of Phil Collins, ‘I’m 
not dead yet’, I and the other members of the   
committee are not getting any younger! So I would 
encourage any of you to have a serious think about 
getting involved in the management of our great 
organisation. And of course the conference is now 
starting to appear on the horizon with the event 
scheduled for the 25th to the 27th of June. The    
unsung heroes of this event are the committee and 
the major sponsors who have put a huge amount of 
time and effort into ensuring that you (the        
members) get a great conference and a memorable 
experience from the event. The speaker program is 
varied and the list of presenters represents just 
about every area of the industry. And for the first 
time ever the trade show is sold out at this early 
stage, which will ensure that all delegates are     
provided a sensational opportunity to see the latest 
and greatest developments on offer from the      
suppliers. So make sure you have the dates in your 
diaries and you register your attendance - you don’t 
want to miss out on this event! So if I don’t see you 
before, I look forward to seeing many of you as 
possible at the grower day, and hopefully the      
conference as well. Regards TB 

HFF Executive Details and Contacts    
President:   
John Elford                     johnelford@bigpond.com  0417 035 956 
 
Vice President & VFF Representative:  
Tony Spurling   info@gatewayestate.com.au       (03) 9739 0568 
 
Secretary & Newsletter:  
Tony Bundock  tony@genesis-hort.com.au  0409 007 610  
 
Treasurer: 
David Pearson   pearsons@countryfreshherbs.com.au    (03) 5952 6870    
 
Membership: 
Ian Mortlock    ian@morthydro.com        (03) 5461 1111 
 
Committee Members: 
    
Michael Tran  mtran@eem.com.au    0418 899 586 
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The President 

Hi all, I hope that everyone had a good Christmas and New Year and that 
things are going well for you in 2018. From my point of view I have to say 
that the summer heat was not as extreme as expected, and the late Autumn 
weather is proving a little more challenging at the moment! From my point 
of view as President of the HFF, I’m now getting really excited as we start to 
move towards our conference. What most people don’t see is the huge 
amount of work that the committee has put in ‘behind the scenes’ to get this 

event happening for you, the growers. These events don’t just happen by chance, and the committee 
members have all given up a vast amount of their time to attend meetings and chase up speakers for the 
event. I really can’t praise the group highly enough for the work they have all been doing - well done 
everyone! On top of this, our major sponsors Powerplants Australia and Garden City Plastics have also 
been doing a fantastic job from their side, and they are working really hard to ensure that we get as 
many delegates to the conference as possible.  I need to mention Simon Gomme and Gary Edwards for 
their individual, and associated companies hard work and support - great work. Thanks to all of the     
organisational team’s efforts,  the speaker program is now full and all of the trade stands have been 
sold, something we have never had before so early in the history of the conferences. And finally, the 
event would not happen without the continued support of our event managers, ASN events. Simon and 
his team really understand our needs as an organisation, and their assistance is really helping to pull the 
event together. The venue is fantastic and we will have a separate area away from the main hotel for the 
trade show and conference area. Plus it is in a fairly central location and within easy reach of the airport 
for interstate and overseas visitors. So all that remains is for you, our members, to come along and 
benefit from this great event. The theme of the conference is ’The next 5 percent’ and all of the speakers 
are planning their presentations to focus on how you can get that extra 5% from your business, wether it 
be in production, water saving or whatever! And I make no apology for the amount of advertisements 
throughout this newsletter for the event - the success of the conference depends on growers attending, 
so we have set out to make sure the dates are firmly stuck in your minds! The conference is also a great 
opportunity to introduce other growers to the activities of the HFF, so make sure you get your friends, 
neighbours and anyone else you can think of to attend, plus consider joining the HFF! I think that is 
enough from me on the conference, but as you can see - I’m excited! On top of this we have the grower 
day and the AGM happening in April, so another date for your diaries. If anyone is thinking about       
stepping up to join the committee, I would love to hear from you. We have a great organisation, and we 
need to plan for the future, and having some new faces around the committee table would be a great 
way to achieve this, so feel free to chat with me or any of the other committee members if you are 
keen! Finally I need to thank Tony B for all of his hard work in getting the newsletter together, and as 
they say, if you want something done, ask a busy man! Good work TB. So I hope to see you all at the 
grower day, and did I mention that we are having a conference? See you there!  Regards,  John                                                                                                              
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The HFF are delighted to report that ex President Graeme Smith was recently    
appointed Chair of the ISHS ‘Working Group – Hydroponics and Aquaponics’ 
for the period 2017 – 2021. Graeme's key duties for this group within the ISHS 
Commission ‘Plant Substrates and Soilless Culture’ is to support the            
Commission by promoting hydroponics and aquaponics globally and stimulate 
the organisation of ISHS symposia. The ISHS is the world's leading independent 
organisation of horticultural scientists and Its aim is "to promote and            
encourage research and education in all branches of horticultural science and 
to facilitate cooperation and knowledge transfer on a global scale through its 

symposia and congresses (International Horticultural Congress), publications and scientific structure." 
The society dates from 1864, and has over 7,000 members from about 150 countries. Membership is 
open to all interested researchers, educators, students and horticultural industry professionals and can 
be accessed via www.ishs.org This new international role will also compliment Graeme’s role as Victorian 
representative for AuSHS (Australian Society for Horticultural Science) to promote state activities on      
behalf of the organisation. Membership of AuSHS is currently free and can be access via 
www.aushs.org.au Should anyone have any questions or suggestions for activities for either society can 
contact Graeme on graeme@graemesmithconsulting.com and he is working towards 2 hydroponics and 
aquaponics symposia over the next 4 years with one targeted for the Australian region (in partnership 
with AuSHS) and one internationally with location to be determined. Initially there were 2 separate ISHS 
working groups to cover hydroponics and aquaponics, however the society felt there were positive      
synergies between the 2 groups and asked Graeme if he would Chair both under the one title for           
efficiency.  

Graeme Smith appointed chair of ISHS 

Hi everyone, and can I firstly thank those members that have promptly paid their 
fees and renewed their HFF membership. I’d also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the staff at ASN events who effectively manage all the membership renewals 
and applications, without their help we would be struggling! Part of my role is to 
increase our membership base, and our upcoming conference is a great way for  
existing members to bring along some guests and introduce them to the HFF and 
the associated benefits that go with membership. Traditionally the conference sees 
an increase in membership but it would be great if we can continue to grow in size 
and build up our grower base. The conference is a major event for us, but apart 
from the trade show it also provides a great opportunity for existing and new   

members to learn more from the speaker program, and to broaden the networks that are so vital to     
developing further business opportunities.  So see who you can bring along in June! Regards Ian 

http://www.ishs.org
http://www.aushs.org.au
mailto:graeme@graemesmithconsulting.com
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Genesis Horticultural Solutions 

Our hard working Secretary and Priva endorsed trainer, Tony Bundock, has 
recently launched Genesis Horticultural Solutions, a company that             
specialises in delivering training for current and future users of Priva climate 
control and irrigation systems. With a strong background in commercial  
horticulture and training, Tony is addressing a need to develop training     
options for growers, and especially those using Priva climate and irrigation 
systems. According to Tony, “Whilst the industry is generally keen to adopt 
technology, generally these systems are installed and commissioned, and 
technicians give basic training. My experience has been that while the      
systems are operating to an acceptable level, growers tend not to try and 
actively enhance the performance of their systems”. “Most operators of 
these systems can be described as generally 'knowing what they know, but 
not   knowing what they don't know'. This is where I see the potential to   
assist growers to enable them to get more from their systems straight from 
the commissioning stage. There are many features within the Priva control systems that growers just do 
not realise exist, and we can help them utilise these great features to improve their growing strategies,” 
said Tony. With years of Priva experience as both a grower and trainer, Tony is able to supply this    
knowledge    transfer to growers so that they can obtain better performance from their systems, reduce 
wastage in terms of energy and fertiliser use, and also increase their bottom lines by increased              
production. Tony is also developing a Priva End User accreditation system. “There are a large number of 
existing Priva users who have knowledge and experience, but no quantifiable way of having these skills             
recognised”’ said Tony. 
To meet this need, Tony is jointly developing resources for an “on line” assessment program with the 
Priva NL company that will allow growers to firstly undertake refresher training, and then complete an           
assessment to have their skills formally recognised.  

         
The process will see all participants undertaking the 'Basic' course, and then they can progress from         
levels 1 to 3 in Climate, Irrigation and Energy use. There is also a specific stream for the dynamic berry 
market.  
“My intent is to create a system that will be adopted by growers, and will act as an “Industry Passport” so 
that individuals can have a pathway for training as well as proof of skills acquisition”, said Tony. 
The online accreditation system will be online in March of this year. 
For further details on the services available from Genesis Horticultural Solutions, please contact Tony on: 
 
Ph: +61 409 007 610 
Email: tony@genesis-hort.com.au 
Web site: www.genesis-hort.com.au 

mailto:tony@genesis-hort.com.au
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After three years of hard work, the team at Brinkman Australia’s hard work is now bearing fruit. 

Brinkman Australia is pleased to announce a move to a bigger facility to cater for the growing demand for 
it’s products and services. With over 130 years of industry experience, Royal Brinkman has established 
itself as one of the largest and most renowned suppliers to the horticultural industry in the world. 

Opening in 2015 and still relatively new players on the Australian Protected Cropping scene, Job Roskam 
and the team at Brinkman Australia have worked hard to forge a solid reputation based on knowledge, 
passion and honesty. 

The upcoming move will see Brinkman Australia’s head office expand to double its original size allowing 
for more stock, a broader range and increased efficiency. All of this means better value for you and your 
business. 

Contact the team at Brinkman Australia to discuss your protected cropping needs 

 PH:03 59872566 Email: info@royalbrinkman.com.au 

Brinkman move to new facility 

mailto:info@royalbrinkman.com.au


 

 

HFF Grower Meeting and AGM 

Hydroponic Farmers Federation  
Grower Meeting and AGM 

Thursday, 12 April 2018 
 

Flavorite Farms 
318 Copelands Rd, Warragul VIC 3820  

Our next Grower meeting and farm tour will be kindly hosted by Flavorite Farms at Warragul. Join us 
(HFF) in an opportunity to see and talk with other Growers/Wholesales/Trade at these premier industry 
growing and packing facilities. 

Given the quality nature of this facility, this grower day is likely to be a very popular event. There will 
be a limit of 60 delegates with preference being given to HFF Grower Members.  

Please ensure you RSVP as soon as possible so that we can cater accordingly. 

Following the farm tour we will be moving in to the Flavorite training room for lunch followed by the 
AGM and grower meeting. 

AGENDA  

9:30 am Registration tea/coffee 
10:30 am Start tour  
12:30 pm  Lunch 
1:00pm HFF AGM—Including President’s report, Treasurers report, Memberships report 
  Voting for vacant positions, 
1:45 pm  Basil Powdery Mildew - update from David Pearson and Michael Tran 
2:05pm Lavinia Zimsak - update on Tomato Potato Psyllid  
2:25pm Olivia Soares de Camargo - Pest and Disease monitoring App 
2:45pm Conference update 
2:55pm Any other business 
3:10pm  Meeting closes 
 

Please note, Program may change on the Day. 
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FOR CATERING PURPOSES PLEASE RSVP BY FRIDAY 6th April 2018 
    
PLEASE EMAIL RSVP TO John Elford — johnelford@bigpond.com 
with the following details:-  
 
NAME/S………………………………………….........……………..…....…………..  

NAME OF BUSINESS/COMPANY…………………………...…..……………...  

PHONE NUMBER/email address……………………………….………………. 
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The Hydroponic Farmers Federation Executive Committee wishes to extend to you an invitation to      
attend our forthcoming Hydroponic Farmers Federation Conference 2018 and technical exhibition to be 
held at Mantra Bell City from the 25th to the 27th of June 2018. The committee are very excited about 
the 2018 Conference. Not only is it our 11th Biennial Conference, but we have also initiated some 
changes to the format of the event,  including granting our trade partners the opportunity to invite their 
customers (Growers) to learn, share and network with like-minded people. The event will see a large 
number of trade exhibitors at the trade show as well as a packed speaker program detailed below:- 
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So all that is missing from this event is YOU! Further details can be found at the conference web site of 
http://hffconference.org.au/ The Mantra Bell City are offering excellent accommodation packages to all 
delegates, and you’ll be staying  in first class facilities at the heart of the conference.  

The key dates for the conference are:- 

 Friday the 20th of April—Earlybird registration closes 

 Monday the 11th June—Regular registration closes 

 Monday the 25th June—Conference commences 

So make sure you don’t miss out! The HFF Conferences are ‘must attend’ events both in terms of the 
speaker program, trade show, and the vital networking that accompanies our conferences. We look       
forward to welcoming you to another great event that you are sure to benefit from. The HFF Committee 

HFF Conference 2018 

Trandos Now A Pest Free Production Site 
 

 

 

As many of you are aware in February 2017 there was a detection of Tomato      
Potato Psyllid (TPP) in Western Australia. Trade of Solanaceae material was         
affected. Trandos Hydroponic Growers never had a detection of TPP before or       
during this period. Trandos have continued to supply non-host plants nationally 
without restrictions. Danny Trandos recently advised the HFF that “It gives me 
great pleasure to update our partners, that our company is now certified as a ‘Pest 
Free Production Site’. To our knowledge there is no other commercial production 
nursery in Australia that has achieved this level of certification. This certification is 
recognised, approved and fully endorsed by ALL Australian States and Territories.  Because of global trade and 
the movement of goods around the world these serious incursions will inevitably become more frequent. Our 
nursery is now able to protect our company and our growers against these serious incursions now and into 
the future. Our goal has never changed, we will continue to deliver the highest quality and safest plants in 
Australia. On behalf of my family and staff I thank you all for your ongoing support and hope to be in touch”  

For further details call Danny Trandos on +61 (0)  879206 4725  www.thg.trandos.com.au 
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BerryQuest International 2018 was a great event that bought together 
berry growers from across Australia. The event itself was a fantastic          
opportunity for industry practitioners to hear from leading Australian and 
International experts on a wide range of topics. Led by the Conference 
Chairman, Simon Dornoff, the conference management team put together 
a superb event that literally had something for everyone. The formal       
conference program saw the keynote address of ‘Insights into the global 
berry   industry’ being delivered by Marion Regan of the UK based, Hugh 
Lowe Farms. This was an insightful    address as  Hugh Lowe Farms are also 
heavily involved with Tasmanian growers, Burlington Berries. One of the 
main point highlighted by Marion was the potentially devastating effect 
that the pest known a Spotted-winged drosophila is having on UK         
strawberry crops. Although not a pest within Australia at the moment, the 
berry industry is taking some very proactive steps towards the reality that 

this pest may appear on our shores. A further speaker, Paul Horne of IPM Technologies spoke of the    
activities that are currently being undertaken to ensure that the industry is on the front foot to combat 
this potential threat. BerryQuest had over 40 speakers presenting at the event, so it is impossible to       
capture all of the highlights in this brief report. However, praise has to be given to all of the speakers 
presenting on the Wednesday morning, as 30 minutes into the 
session, a huge thunderstorm erupted over the top of the       
conference centre, the effect of which knocked out the mains 
power and the back up generator to the event! The conference 
hall was left in ‘mood lighting’ mode with the emergency       
lighting and the speakers gainfully continued their presentations 
with no microphones and no audio visual aids. The event        
management team went into overdrive ensuring a speedy return 
to power, which despite their best efforts only saw the power 
return two hours later. So well done to all concerned! The       
conference also had some great social events and dinners, and it 
was fair to say that most delegates ate more berries in the three 
days than they would have done in the past 3 months, especially 
when the chocolate fountain came on the scene! The farm visit 
on the last day were also well attended and this allowed          
delegates the chance to view first hand the workings and behind 
the scenes activities of several of the key players in the             
Tasmanian Berry Industry. At this stage there is no indication of 
when the next BerryQuest will take place, but if you have        
anything more than a passing interest in hydroponic growing and 
berry production, the next event is a must for your diary.  
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Potential fruit pest on the horizon 
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The Spotted-winged drosophila (SWD; Drosophila suzukii) is an invasive pest that originates in          
South-East Asia and has spread rapidly through fruit producing regions of North America, Europe and 
Japan. SWD is a small fly that is primarily a pest of thin-skinned fruit including berries, stonefruit (cherry, 
nectarine, peach, plum), currant and grape. Unlike other Drosophila species, SWD are able to lay their 
eggs in healthy ripening as well as ripe fruit. Larvae feed on fruit pulp leading to fruit collapse and       
secondary fungal or bacterial infection. Larvae may also be present at harvest, making it unsuitable for 

sale. SWD can severely impact yield, with some berry growers in North America reporting up to 100% 
crop losses. 

What does it look like? Adult SWD are yellow-brown coloured 
with dark bands on the   abdomen and bright red eyes. They 
measure about 2-3 mm long with a wing span of around 6-8 mm. 
Females can be distinguished from other Drosophila species by 
their double serrated ovipositor that enables them to puncture 
intact skin of suitable fruit and lay eggs. Males are typically smaller 
than females and have a distinctive small dark spot on the front 
edge of each forewing. Larvae are cream or white and measure up 
to 3 mm in length. Pupae are red to brown, about 2-3 mm long by 
1 mm wide and cylindrical shaped with distinctive pairs of        
horn-shaped protrusions on their ends. 

What can it be confused with? Adult SWD could be confused with 
other Drosophila species present in Australia such as the common 

vinegar fly (D. melanogaster) normally associated with over-ripe, 
rotting or damaged fruit. However, SWD can be distinguished by 
the black spot on the wing tips of males as well as the females’    
serrated ovipositor and ability to lay eggs in healthy fruit. 

What should I look for? The presence of larvae in intact fruit prior 
to harvest should alert suspicion to possible SWD infestation. 
Signs of infestation may be confused with normal ageing of        
mature fruit.  However fruit that has been attacked by SWD shows 
rapid softening and wrinkling within a few days  after egg laying. 
Pin prick sized holes or scars on the fruit surface (from ovipositing 
females) from which sap exudes may also be evident. Larval feeding  

on fruit pulp leads to softening and collapse around the feeding site causing indentations and a wrinkled 
appearance that becomes very obvious after 5 days. Infested fruit rot early due to secondary infections 
and are prone to attack by other insects. 

How does it spread? Adult SWDs are highly mobile and can spread throughout a crop through flight. 
Longer distance dispersal occurs through movement of plant material (primarily fruit) infested with eggs 
or larvae. 

Where is it now? SWD are native to SE Asia but have recently spread to become a pest in Japan, North 
America and Europe. The big concern is that it may arrive in Australia in the future. 

How can I protect my farm from the Spotted-winged drosophila? Check your farm frequently for the 
presence of new pests and unusual symptoms. Make sure you are familiar with common cane berry 
pests so you can tell if you see something different. 

If you see anything unusual, call the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline 

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE 1800 084 881 

Female SWD 

Male SWD 

Larvae  
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Automatic Tomato Lowering 

PAGE  14 HYDROPONIC FARMERS FEDERATION NEWSLETTER Volume 2, Issue 05 

The IPM in Essen highlighted the renewed Plant Elevation System that automates the lowering of tomato 
and cucumber plants in high-wire cultivation. According to Mat Versleijen from Mertens BV: "It is          
becoming more and more difficult to find workers for the labour in greenhouses, which in turn increases 
labor costs. Because the PES completely automates the lowering of the plants, it saves 85 to 90% of the 
involved labor time." Mertens and Atgrow, two companies from Horst in Limburg (the Netherlands), have 
jointly developed the Plant Elevation System that pumps air pressure into a transparent ring line. "With 
two pump movements the plant sinks a whole centimetre and the plant also shifts a whole centimetre on 
the wire." 

"A central compressor provides the ring line with air pressure of one bar. The system can be fully set   
according to individual preferences in terms of the lowering height and the time frame. For example, it is 
possible to lower the plants 4 centimeters between ten o’clock in the evening and one o'clock at night." 

In the development of the patented system, the consequences for cultivation were extensively taken into 

account. The PES gradually lowers the plants. "This ensures that the plant is physically taxed as little as 

possible. Standard tomato hooks, for example, cause the plants to drop about 20 cm in one go. There are 

some tomato varieties whereby the fruits hang less firmly on the vines. If the lowering of the plants goes 

too fast, tomatoes may come loose." 

The new system is still fully in the start-up phase, 

Mat explains. "In 2017 it was tested extensively at 

the Test Center in Hoogstraten and in two        

greenhouses, and tests are being carried out this 

year as well. By positioning the PES system in      

illuminated cultivation above the lamps, the loss of 

light is minimal. By the end of 2018 and beginning 

of 2019, we want to market the system on a larger 

scale and we hope to make big steps within a few 

years." For more information please contact: 

Mertens B.V. 

+31 (0)77-3999111   info@mertens-groep.nl    www.mertens-groep.nl  

mailto:info@mertens-groep.nl?subject=Reactie%20op%20artikel%20BloemenPlantenNieuws.nl
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POWERPLANTS AUSTRALIA 
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