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The Secretary 

Whilst June is a quieter 
time for growing matters, 
we always seem to have 
a million things on the go 
as we approach the end 
of another financial year, 

which hopefully has been a profitable one for you 
all. As many of you know I work for a leading     
technology company where sales is vital for the 
business, and it’s pretty safe to say that in our 
company structure everyone is involved in sales! 
But a topic that has come to the fore in the last 
few weeks that affects all of those who are based 
in the country is the recent CFA divide to form 
Fire and Rescue Victoria. The country community 
that so many of you are part of has a heavy      
involvement with Country Fire Authority. So is 
there a potential impact for your business with 
these recent announcements? In my opinion, 
most people in country areas will not see any real 
changes with CFA brigades continuing to operate 
in exactly the same way they have before. The 
changes will be most felt in the urban areas 
where the town has taken over rural zoning.     
Currently in CFA, large towns such as Dandenong 
and Springvale come under the “country” zoning, 
but these areas are well serviced by  full time CFA 

staff members. So as I understand things at the   
moment, this will effectively see staff transfer to 
FRV, and the volunteers will still operate as CFA            
brigades. Bear in mind this is my own personal 
viewpoint on the situation through reading a large 
amount of available material, and also being a     
current serving member of CFA at Narre Warren for 
the past 27 years. Stations such as Narre Warren 
work with neighbouring staff brigades everyday, 
and we envisage this still happening after the new 
FRV comes into being. Narre Warren attends 800 
calls a year, so we are busy, and the reality is that 
we have to be prepared to adapt to change. Having 
said that, what isn’t helping is the current 
’firewon’twait’ campaign’ which is suggesting that 
country areas are all at risk if you don’t have a full 
time FRV station on your back door. Volunteer    
brigades such as mine have a very high service     
delivery standard record and it is disappointing that 
the people behind this campaign see it as a golden 
chance to scare monger people. However, all of this 
represents change, and that is a constant in any 
sphere of our business and working lives. The way 
to effectively deal with change is to focus on      
making the good stuff work! So sorry for being a bit 
political for a change, but that’s my four bobs 
worth on the matter! Regards, TB 
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The President 

Hi All, Its been a busy first half of the year 2017, for me as a 

grower and also with HFF activities thus Far. On the positive 

side, we are seeing strong prices for our produce with 

events in Queensland and Western Australia having an      

impact on the market which is good for us but obviously not 

so good for growers in other states. As far as the HFF is    

concerned, the Committee is working hard to bring the best 

possible outcomes for the group, which saw us hold a recent 

Grower meeting at Nu Farm and then E.E. Muir and sons. 

(more detail with this news letter). The increase in          

membership has given us a strong indication that  what the committee is trying to do is certainly    

working, and we will be building on our membership to attract even more people to the organisation. 

Our recent study tour of South Korea was a great success, and that’s based not only on my experience 

but on feed back from those who attended. The newsletter has a report on the event. Planning for our 

2018 HFF Conference is well under way,  and we have the venue sorted! It’s the    Mantra - Bell Street 

in Preston. This venue is huge and some have been asking for a long time when can we have the       

conference “in the City?”. Well we answered that particular call and we are now moving ahead on the 

event. Key to the success of the event is the trade, and we are committed to involving the Trade in 

making this event a MUST GO TO event. We have already held meetings with some of the Trade at the 

venue to share our Ideas and seek further ideas from the Trade Group themselves. The last conference 

saw a massive input by Powerplants as a key sponsor and we are again looking for a company to       

undertake this roll. We are also planning a delegation of committee members to attend the              

Apex-Brinkman-PCA Conference to rally support for our event in 2018, so we hope to see you there not 

only to enjoy the conference but also to give us some support! Finally I must express my gratitude to 

the Committee, we seem to have a really special relationship. And the HFF is really not a one person 

show, from Tony Spurling, Vice president. who’s knowledge of the industry is unquestionable, Tony 

Bundock, Secretary. I honestly don’t know what would happen if Tony didn’t do what he does with the 

news letter and minute taking, and also the work he does with other media outlets promoting our    

organization. David Pearson,    Treasurer. One of the most astute people I know who continues to    

support the committee in many ways and provides us with a solid interpretation of the figures and our 

expenditure. Ian Mortlock, Membership. Whilst riding a huge high from our increased membership 

numbers last year!, Ian is very proactive in talking to the powers to be, keeping them involved with our 

organization activities. Michael Tran, our general go getter! If something needs to be organized or   

people sought for assistance Michael is generally the person to get it done. And finally I must             

acknowledge Evan Kakouros, who has stood down from the committee for personal reasons, we wish 

him all the best for the future - no doubt we will still see him involved in the Industry. Please keep us 

informed if you have any concerns or suggestions for the Committee—we are here to serve you.       

 

Regards, John 
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Update on Potato Psyllid 

 



 

 

For further information on issues relating to Potato Psyllid - please contact your local Agriculture Victoria 

Plant Standards Officer by telephone on 136 186 or via email at market.access@ecodev.vic.gov.au 

A copy of the document on page six of this newsletter can be made available by going to 

www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/plantnotices 

The HFF committee members have been working closely with staff from Agriculture Victoria in allowing 

officers access to crops to check for the presence of Psyllids. To date none have been found, but please 

consider cooperating with Agriculture Victoria on this matter to safeguard our industry. 
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Membership Report 

Update on Potato Psyllid continued 

Hello everyone, this year is flying by and nearly half way over already, but if 

you’re like me and just planting a new crop, the year is just beginning! 

Firstly, thanks to everyone that have renewed their Membership and a big 

welcome to all the new Members. If your membership has slipped your 

memory, please make sure you    renew it as soon as possible. The HFF 

membership represents great value and keeps you informed of what is  

happening within our great industry. After last year’s successful conference 

membership drive which saw our membership numbers hit record highs, 

we’ve now settled out to nearly 100% more members than in the    previous 

year. We obviously knew that we wouldn’t retain all of the new members 

that came on board but with a lot staying on, it has been an overall success. 

Don’t forget that HFF members receive a discounted ticket to the upcoming 

PCA conference. It would be great to see a lot of our members taking advantage of this and heading 

along. That’s all from me. All the best for the start of your year! Regards - Ian 

Psyllid Awareness In The Media 

Great leadership shown by our President - John Elford - in 

highlighting to the media and the wider community the       

importance of opening up properties for inspection for the 

presence of Potato Psyllid. John was featured on his farm on 

the Channel Nine News and commented on the   importance 

for the industries' bio security to allow inspection of crops by     

Agriculture Victoria. John 

made strong mention of  

the need to take an       

industry wide approach to combating this threat of this pest in        

Victoria. If you haven’t already done so, please consider having your 

farm inspected for this damaging pest, so that we can ensure control. 
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Growers from across South 

Australia, Victoria and New 

South Wales recently attended 

a Priva ‘Masterclass’ seminar 

with greenhouse energy     

management expert Marcel 

van Beekenkamp. Marcel is      

employed by Priva as a climate 

consultant and provides       

energy saving and utilisation 

advice to many growers across 

Europe. The day was held at 

Chisholm Institute’s National 

Precision Growing Centre in 

Cranbourne, Victoria. The 

event was well supported with 

twenty participants attending 

the event. Marcel covered a comprehensive list of topics within the sphere of energy management and 

strategies  that growers could use to manage their heating systems more effectively. During the session 

growers were able to see 

real life examples of 

graphs from growing     

systems that highlighted 

the interaction of energy 

screens, radiation and   

c a l c u l a t e d  p i p e             

temperature to effectively 

manage total climate     

parameters. A question and answer session was available for growers to ask specific questions that      

related to their own particular circumstances. For most of the participants it highlighted the capacity 

that their system has to control a large range of heating parameters— the challenge for most now being 

to translate this into practice back on the farm! The session concluded with a presentation from Tony   

Bundock of Powerplants who explained to growers how he is working to establish a Priva end user       

accreditation scheme for growers with Priva NL, The scheme is in it’s infancy at the moment but the         

concept is to provide a pathway for end 

users to work towards, that will be 

something of an ‘industry passport’. The 

scheme will allow individuals to have a           

recognised level of training and           

competence, and will also provide              

employers with a benchmark of            

individual skill levels when looking to 

employ new staff members. Tony will be 

updating the industry as this develops. 

                                 Priva’s Marcel van Beekenkamp 
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Australia’s leading vegetable and potato growers and industry members were recognised at the Hort 

Connections 2017 Awards for Excellence Gala Dinner, with around 1,100 attendees from every sector of 

Australian horticulture celebrating the significant contributions of the industry and its members. The 

Awards for Excellence Gala Dinner, which was held at the Adelaide Convention Centre on Wednesday 17 

May, provided the opportunity to acknowledge the dedication and determination of the industry’s      

leading growers, researchers and suppliers. 

“The Awards for Excellence are a rare chance for us to come together and recognise the outstanding 

achievements of our leading growers and industry members, as well as to celebrate the great work that 

our industry undertakes in feeding the entire nation,” said AUSVEG CEO James Whiteside. 

 “Everyone who was nominated for an award this year has demonstrated their commitment to the         

industry and has made a valuable contribution to its ongoing growth and success. 

 “I’d like to congratulate every individual and business who won an award at this year’s Awards for        

Excellence and thank them for their continued dedication to our industry.” 

The winners of the National Awards for Excellence were as follows, with our own Michael Tran being   

recognised for his contribution to the industry. 

 Anthony Staatz, Qld – Grower of the Year (proudly sponsored by Syngenta) 

 Daniel Adams, Vic – Young Grower of the Year (proudly sponsored by Dow AgroSciences) 

 Michael Tran, Vic – Community Stewardship (proudly sponsored by DuPont) 

 Rijk Zwaan, Vic – Innovation Partner (proudly sponsored by Boomaroo Nurseries) 

 Matthew Stein, SA – Researcher of the Year (proudly sponsored by Bayer) 

 Lisa Brassington, Vic – Women in Horticulture (proudly sponsored by Steritech) 

 Hills Transplants, Tas – Environmental Award (proudly sponsored by the Butler Market Gardens) 

 Sundrop Farms, SA – Industry Impact (proudly sponsored by Visy) 

 Sumich, WA – NAB Agribusiness Exporter of the Year 

The Awards for Excellence Gala Dinner was the capstone event of Hort Connections 2017, the premier 

event in Australian horticulture. Over 2,500 local and international delegates converged for the three-day 

event, which featured a trade show with over 

200 local and global supply chain partners 

and presentations from the industry’s leading 

thinkers. Awards for Women in Horticulture, 

Industry Impact, Exporter of the Year and the 

Environmental Award were presented at 

separate events held during Hort Connec-

tions and were acknowledged at the Awards 

for Excellence Gala Dinner. Unfortunately 

Michael was unable to be present for the 

award, so Mark Christie,  DuPont New         

Zealand Country Business Manager, accepted 

the Community Stewardship Award on       

Michael Tran's behalf.  Well done Michael!! 

Ausveg Awards 
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The hydroponic growing industry has been dominated for some time by the high vine crop sector, who 
have been largely responsible for developing a number of the technologies used in commercial growing 
with soilless media. But that lead role is starting to see a change as the wider berry industry forges ahead 
with it’s own developments. For years, berries were grown in soil, and to a greater extent were the poor 
cousins to the top fruit farmers producing apples and pears. But all that is now changing. Major players 
have entered the market place, and this is seeing berry production adopting some cutting edge              

technology and growing        
techniques. Large farms are now 
continuing to develop across the 
country withy major crops of 
Blueberries, Raspberries,     
Blackberries and Strawberries 
being  grown     hydroponically. 
Sites such as Costa’s  Berry      
Exchange cover some 40         
hectares under plastic crop    
protection, and all plants are 
grown hydroponically with Coir 
being the chosen media. But the 
scale of the growing operations 
is also matched by the high level 
of investment and technology in 

irrigation systems. Direct injection systems such as the Priva Nutrijet systems are installed as a common 
practice giving  the traditional blending of A and 
B solutions a finite level of control. Commonly, 
the berry industry install injection units two at a 
time to give a safeguard against any potential 
equipment failure - which represents a large 
capital investment. But in a growing system 
where recycling is not common place due to the 
large distances that irrigation water is           
transported, having tight control on application 
rates and drain losses becomes a lot more     
critical to the grower. Radiation sum has long 
been the application method used by berry 
growers but this reasonably complex process is 
now being refined by the industry practitioners. 
The introduction of gro-scales that can monitor 
plant and growing medium weight, has started to become a standard practice for the berry industry. The 
advantage of this system is that the berry growers are able to monitor transpiration losses in growing    
media by observing the weight reduction in a sample of 8 pots or growing sites at a time. Whilst providing 
an accurate indication of an individual site, a  moisture content sensor only effectively relays the moisture 
content of a particular individual site, and can only relay information for a small percentage of growing 
media. What the berry growers are now doing is using the information relayed from the growscales in 
conjunction with moisture sensors to get a really accurate picture of what is actually happening in the 
growing media.  However, distance of sensing equipment to the main computer can be an issue, with 
some sensing sites literally being kilometre distances from the base office. This has seen the berry growers 
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Berry growers leading the way 

utilising technology to a higher level with remote wireless systems sending 
signals back to the main control computer. This method is a particular     
advantage in the climate that the berry growers have to manage. Whilst 
the crops are protected to a certain degree by the plastic covers on the 
tunnel structures, they are also subjected to the effects of wind, and the 

subsequent increased     
transpiration rates that this 
can have on the plants. By 
monitoring total plant and 
media weight, the growers 
can effectively see when 
plants are transpiring by       
monitoring the amount of 
weight loss via the grow scale 
system. But that’s not the 
end of the story - as we all          

   appreciate, irrigation timing is 
a crucial part of crop management, with initial irrigation applications     
needing to occur after transpiration has commenced, and the final applica-
tion needing to be timed to allow the growing media to dry down to a pre 
determined target level. The berry growers are now investing heavily in 
dedicated software that has the ability to observe the trend of irrigation 
applications, and will then predict and implement the timing for the final 
irrigation event of the day, to ensure that the growing media is at an                                    

 

optimum moisture content level to commence the next days irrigation. This is now effectively seeing the 
level of technology being used by the berry growers as being  comparable to software utilised by some of 
our top greenhouse growers for irrigation purposes. So this sector of the Horticulture industry are          
certainly our ‘quiet achievers’ and are leading the way in the hydroponic industry with their innovative 
approaches to growing. The HFF committee are actively working to include more berry growers into the 
membership of the organisation, as there is no doubt that the berry growers are a dynamic and              
progressive sector of the hydroponic growing industry. To that effect, the committee are looking to host 
our next grower day at a hydroponic berry growing farm so that the members can witness first hand  how 
these systems operate, and also hear from growers how they are utilising these strategies.   

Grow scales in berry crops 

Wireless moisture sensors 

Predictive model of irrigation software utilised by berry growers 
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This meeting was well         
supported with numbers       
exceeding forty. Our visit 
firstly was to Nu Farm where a 
Induction and Introduction 
was facilitated by Nufarm    
personal. We proceeded to 
their Lab where we were given 
a n  e x p la n a t io n  a n d              
demonstration on the various 
test that are performed to get 
the best outcomes for Growers 
with regards to different spray 
applications. From there we 
travelled the facility via Bus to 
see all the different aspects of 
Nu Farm and how they      
man uf act ure  d i f ferent     
Chemical Sprays. 

Most of the chemicals produced at this facility are for broad acre use, but it was still very interesting to 
see how products are developed to the point for successful use on the Farm. 
The second visit of the day was to  E.E. Muir and sons facility where James Muir and the Muir Team     
proceeded to give us tour of the facility, it’s a very large facility with strong logistical programs in place. 
Back in the E.E.Muirs Conference room, Lunch was provided most generously by Muirs - and the       
members didn’t hold back in sampling the food on offer! 
James and the team proceeded to explain the evolution of the business from the early days to the       
present, with many members of  the Muir family involved in the operation of E.E. Muir &Sons still today. 
James Muir and the Muir Team need to be congratulated for their efforts with family succession       
planning and were thanked for not only providing the venue but also putting on the afore mentioned 
fantastic lunch for us all. 
On the Agenda for the day was the Tomato Potato Psyllid, which unless you have been hiding under a 
rock should know all about by now. Dolph and Lavinia from Bio Security Victoria gave the Group an     
update on what Victoria was doing in response to activities in Western Australia, and  the presentation 
was well received by the delegates with lots of positives questions and answers from both groups. 
 
Since this meeting the HFF committee has been assisting Bio Security to get the messages/developments 
to our members via a emails etc. 
 
Michael and Jung gave the group an update on the planning for the coming Study tour to South Korea. 

Thanks were given to Michael Tran, Nufarm, The Muir Family, Dolf and Lavaina from Bio security          
Victoria, the Committee and Graeme Smith for their participation in making this a successful day. 
And finally thanks were given to the participants at the meeting, it  was a great day with lots of             
networking and informative information shared. 

The HFF is always seeking/looking for interesting venues to provide information and share knowledge 
with its members, If you have a suggestion for a grower day, please contact the committee with your 
ideas—we would love to hear from you! 
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The recent HFF study tour to South Korea was the first real 
overseas trip the HFF have facilitated since visiting New      
Zealand many years ago. The trip was fairly fast paced to say 
the least! And upfront we need to acknowledge the huge 
amount of behind the scenes work that was put in to the   
project by Michael and Jung. So where did our intrepid band 
of  travellers go?  

Day One. The group landed in Seoul in the morning., and then 
it was a trip to Future Green (LED Lighting) before travelling 
to Busan and visiting the National controlled horticulture         
research   center,  from there it was off to the Motel arriving 
9:30pm - so a BIG day to get the show on the road! 

Day Two. Was spent visiting the Busan Production 
(wholesale) market. There was lots of products to 
see there which highlighted the diversity of the        
produce from around the area. From there it was 
back on the bus and off to visit the factory of a      
company called A Tec (Automatic irrigation         
system) Factory. And the final trip for the day was 

a visit to  the KIM GIL SU  Tomato farm. 

Day Three. This saw the group travelling to GeonJu 
City ,and visiting the Agricultural Science Hall, followed 
by a look around Rose Pia, and from there on to Heaven 
FC (Flower Farm) 

Day Four. Back on the bus again for the journey to the 
National GunSan Paprika Research Center, and then from 
there a visit to to Hanul Wen Ea Farm (capsicums) before 
finally arriving at Aqua Plaza,  Biofloc  Technology. 

Day Five. It was off to Seoul to visit Insaung Tec Plant 
Factory, and time was allocated for some diplomatic   
relations when the group had lunch with local Mayor! 
Following the formalities it was off to the National Flower Exhibition and finally some time was spent 
with  Kyung Gi Cactus Farm. 

Day Six. Some time was put aside for a Seoul City Tour, and as a reward there was some time allocated to 
the group for free time and shopping,  

Day Seven. As they say all good things come to an end and it was time to travel back to Australia.  

So you can see that the group was pretty mobile and there really wasn’t a great deal of free  time during 

the day. The general feedback from the group was that it was  a fantastic trip which highlighted a       

number of points. The general feeling was that it was good to see how lower tech greenhouses were    

being used in a practical and realistic way (e.g. low tunnel houses with simple plastic roof vents            

connected by a common wire to open & close) There was an amazing array and volume of ‘tidy’        

greenhouses throughout the country showcasing the massive uptake of protected cropping technology 

South Korea Study Tour 
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throughout their mountainous country. The South Korean’s have a strong commitment to developing 

their own greenhouses and technology (polyhouse, glasshouse, trolleys, irrigation/fertigation systems, 

climate controllers, RO systems, etc) so they are not certainly not completely reliant on suppliers from 

other countries. Despite what people might think,    

Korea is certainly not a third World Country - far from 

it.  A key point that was noticed by all of the group is 

how the South Korean Government are both              

supporting and protecting the primary industries. 

There is certainly strong collaboration between the 

Government and its people are working together. This 

is underlined by the fact that the Government appears 

too recognise the importance of food for its people, with the Government heavily subsidising  projects to 

help ALL of their growers. The fact that the government run the wholesale Market in Busan, which sees 

the auctioning of the produce to the wholesalers via an effective and computerized systems, and allows 

the Growers to be paid on the same day of as their produce is sold—something that Australian growers 

would like to see! Finally there were a number of people who made this trip possible, and thanks again 

have to go to Michael Tran and Jung Kim for organising the trip, the Hydroponic Framers Federation who 

sponsored the transport costs, and finally to Martin from Ecomix who not only was one of the                

participants but who also kindly donated funds in support of the Study Tour. And of course what happens 

on the trip, stays on the trip, but the following photos should highlight that it wasn’t all work and no play! 

South Korea Study Tour 
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South Korea Study Tour 



 

 

PAGE 16 HYDROPONIC FARMERS FEDERATION NEWSLETTER Volume 2, Issue 01 

The Apex–Brinkman Protected Cropping Australia  (PCA) conference and trade exhibition, to be held at 
the Adelaide Convention Centre, South Australia, from 9-12 July 2017, has a stellar line-up of speakers 
specialising in hydroponic, greenhouse, aquaponic and high-tech growing systems. This biennial national 
industry event, which includes a two-day technical program, a trade expo and farm tours, is a great        
opportunity to learn about the latest growing technology and management practices. The event is        
expected to attract growers, industry experts and allied trade suppliers throughout Australasia, Asia, 
Europe and North America. Speakers include:- 

Senator Anne Ruston, the Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources  

Mr Wim van Esch, an international insurance expert from Achmea Australia. 

Eminent horticulture researcher Dr Mike Nichols - Medical marijuana and Fruit growing in the future.  

Jeffery Pouw, from Hermandix (NL) - Properties of different grades of whitewash.  

Marcel Bugter, AkzoNobel Micronutrients (NL) - How chelates can further boost your yield.  

Katharina Admaitza -LED light and photosynthesis in horticultural crops in Europe.  

Wilson Lennard - Aquaponics: Combining hydroponics with aquaculture.  

Sohum Gandhi from Enriva (Aust) - Gas, Biomass, CO2 : An Informed Choice.  

.Ian Gesch -  Emerging opportunities and challenges for CO2 enrichment.  

Wade Mann (Aust), Nuffield Scholar 2015 - IPM for greenhouse berry crops.  

Dominic Cavallaro from Stoller Australia - How nutrients influence the growth of a plant. 

Dr Sophie Parks, NSW DPI - Thinning flowers to influence berry size and flavour, and Consumer               
preferences for blueberries.  

Dion Potter, Syngenta, - Understanding disease resistance and crop protection, making them work for you. 

Rick Donnan, Growool - Fundamentals of hydroponic management, and Start up solutions lead to easier 
nutrient management. 

Nicky Mann, Nuffield Scholar 2014 - Intensive berry production using greenhouses, hydroponics &         
substrates, along with Surviving and thriving in the Australian Flower industry. 

Jonathan Lidbetter, NSW DPI - Cucumbers: Grafting and silicon, what you don’t know CAN hurt you. 

Mark Massey, Polito Flower Farms- Converting a flower farm from soil to hydroponics. 

Graeme Smith - Vertical farming and Plant Factories and Artificial Lighting (PFAL)  

Marcus Van Heijst, Priva - Priva Tomato Deleafing Robot.  

If you're in the Protected Cropping industry or planning a career in the fastest growing horticultural sector 
- this is a 'must-attend' conference with great post-conference farm tours including leading growers-
D’Vine Ripe, P’Petual and DSA Fresh. 

 

For more information go to: www.aomevents.com/pca2017/registration 

Apex—Brinkman PCA Conference 

http://www.protectedcroppingaustralia.com/redirect.php?id=922F98F2A40955A70770F3721961BAA5
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Apex—Brinkman PCA Conference 
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