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Well winter is now well on 
the way, and growers             
traditionally pay more 
close attention to fuel bills 
as they provide more      
aggressive heating to their 

greenhouse environments. In the past few weeks 
I had the pleasure of catching up with Priva’s Paul 
Jense who was over from the Netherlands visiting 
some larger growers to provide energy saving   
advice. It is interesting that some trains of 
thought in the European thinking for energy     
saving is to trap as much heat in the greenhouse 
as possible, where as many growers in Australia 
adopt more of an ‘ active climate’   approach by 
initiating a minimum lee vent of 2% in the       
morning to create a positive air flow and           
encourage transpiration in the plant. Yes you do 
lose energy through the vent, but the thinking is 
that the benefits out weigh the negatives. But as I 
constantly find in my job, what works for one 
grower doesn't necessarily work for another!  So 
where can you get good ideas about what’s right? 
Well apart from employing a consultant or talking 
to blokes like me about options with your climate                                 

management system, a conference is always a good 
place to go to for information! The PCA Conference 
is on the horizon and there are plenty of                
informative speakers presenting at the event. The 
PCA run their conference in the alternate year to 
the HFF, so this always ensures that growers have a 
strong event to attend each year. This year’s PCA 
conference is on the Gold Coast, so obviously a    
little warmer than Victoria at that time of the year! 
Full details are in the newsletter. In relation to the 
HFF conference in 2020, the committee have been 
working overtime to organise the next event. I’ll 
leave John to give you all the details but get your 
diaries ready as he’ll be announcing the dates in the 
very near future! On the wider scale of things, I’m 
nipping across to Europe in June to attend the 
Greentech exhibition in Amsterdam (so expect a   
report in the next newsletter) - as well as               
undertaking some PD with Priva, and then going to 
the UK to see my old Dad. Finally, if you haven’t 
completed our survey as yet, there is a link in this 
newsletter. It is vital that we get feedback from you 
- the members - as to how we can take the HFF   
forward, so let us know what you think, all be it 
good or bad, we need to know! Regards Tony     
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The President 

Welcome to our latest newsletter everyone! I am sure that like     
myself, many of you are coming to the end of a very long and hot 
season that has had it’s own challenges! But that’s all part of     
growing I suppose and no doubt a new crop and a new season will 
bring some differing issues. On the HFF front there has been a fair 
bit happening. The first point on my list is to wish Anne and Darryl 
Wilson all the best for their retirement - yes I know they have been 
saying this for a long time now but it is finally going to happen! As 
well as running their business, both Anne and Darryl have been long 

time supporters of the HFF with Anne being an ex President and life time member. And now that they 
have sold the business, it really is time for them to spend more time on their boat and take it easy. Well 
done Anne and Darryl and good luck to you both. Our last grower day was a great success but these 
things don’t happen by chance and as well as thanking the overall committee for helping to organise the 
day, I need to recognise the efforts of some key people. Firstly thanks to Tony B, who organised the trip 
to Grandiflora and who was also involved in getting the mobile coffee cart on site for us - a very            
important part of the day!  Secondly to Brendon Anderson for facilitating the day and giving us an        
excellent guided tour—thank you Brendon. To Gary Edwards and the team at Garden City Plastics, thank 
you all for not only providing a guided tour around the factory but for also making the meeting room 
space available for us to have the AGM and general meeting. Thank you Gary and team. I also need to 
recognise the input from Scott Mathew who joined us through ‘Zoom’ and gave us a presentation on 
crop spraying, thank you Scott for your time. And once again I am required to say ‘Thank you’ to Anne 
Wilson who chaired the AGM for us - you really need to get on that boat Anne and stop helping           
everyone out! The AGM saw all the existing committee members being returned to their respective     
positions, but we also had a resignation for James Dixon who has stepped down from the committee. 
James is now running his own business and in fairness to the HFF he did not feel that he could commit 
the time to be an effective committee member. I’d like to thank James for his input and wish him well in 
his business—thank you James. And we also welcomed Gary Edwards to the committee. Gary has strong 
connections to the berry industry, which is now a key part of the overall hydroponic market, and we are 
looking forward to working with Gary to help serve this sector of the growing community. Welcome 
Gary. By now you should have received an email with a link to a survey that the HFF is running. The    
committee are really keen to get feedback directly from you - our members, and I would encourage all of 
you to spend 5 minutes and let us know what you think, and more importantly, how we can improve 
things in general. The committee works very hard at organising events but if you think that (like my old 
school reports used to say) we could do better, we want to know! So please make sure you take the     
survey. The newsletter has the link in it as well, so there are no excuses! The PCA Conference is             
approaching fast and I would encourage all members to attend if possible. As HFF members you get a 
reduced delegate rate, so a saving there - and it is being held on the Gold Coast, so a chance to get some 
warm weather as well! As always, the PCA work hard at getting this event on track and there are a     
number of international speakers presenting as well as the trade show. Committee members Michael 
and David will be there promoting the HFF conference in 2020 - yes we are well on the way to finalising 
our own conference plans! ASN events have been fantastic in helping us plan for the event which will be 
held on the 21st—23rd of July at the Atura Hotel in Hallam. More details are contained as an insert in 
this newsletter but we are very excited about having already secured the major sponsors, and already 
sold the majority of exhibitor space. So for our trade partners, if you want to get on board you need to 
be quick! And finally on a personal note, thanks to everyone that helped me celebrate my birthday,          
I turned 60 this year—how on earth did I  ever get this old! Cheers everyone, John 
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Our recent Grower Day and AGM saw members visiting two separate and vastly differing sites. First on 
the Agenda was a a return to the Floriculture Industry with a guided tour around Grandiflora Nursery, 
courtesy of Farm Manager, Brendon Anderson. It has been a fair while since the HFF visited a              
commercial flower farm, and in the capable hands of Brendon, the members were given a great insight 
into how the farm operates and the issues that are faced by the modern day rose grower. One of the key 
factors in Grandiflora’s continues success has been the ability to breed new and market receptive         
varieties - no mean feat in itself. The tour was certainly an ‘access all areas’  pass, and HFF members 
were able to view the growing and propagation areas, and also the sophisticated nutrient management 
system, all controlled by a Priva climate management system. The tour concluded in the packhouse 
where members could view the finished product. 

Visit number two was another behind the scenes tour, this time to commercial pot manufacturers,     
Garden City Plastics.  This was certainly automation in the extreme, and the speed and efficiency that 
the robotic equipment operated at was certainly breath taking! GCP have been undertaking some really 
innovative work in using recycled plastics for some of their range of pots, and are certainly leaders in this 
area of the wider industry.  

The HFF AGM was also held at GCP, which was chaired by Life Member Anne Wilson. The meeting also 
included a presentation via ‘ Zoom’ from Scott Mathew of Syngenta on the issues of spraying within high 
vine crop canopies.  

In all a great day, and the HFF wish again to thank both Grandiflora and Garden City Plastics for their 
hospitality. 
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PCA Conference 2019 

Looming large on the horizon is the Costa Protected Cropping Australia (PCA) conference and trade         
exhibition, to be held at the Star Casino on the Gold Coast, from July 7 - 10, 2019. This world class event 
offers a huge line-up of sessions covering in hydroponic, greenhouse, aquaponic and high-tech growing 
systems, designed to seduce you by technology! 

This biennial national industry event is expected to attract growers, industry experts and allied trade     
suppliers throughout Australasia, Asia, Europe and North America. It includes a two-day technical           
program, specialist workshops, a trade expo and farm tours. There are also some great social events 
where you can make new friends and catch up with old ones over a quiet, or no so quiet drink! 

Primarily it is a great opportunity to learn about the latest growing technology and management practices, 
with expert speakers addressing a range of broader industry issues, including the changing retail           
landscape, land-use planning, managing a crisis, biosecurity, and addressing labour needs. 

The two-day professional development program has something for everyone and includes an array of    
International recognized speakers, including:- 

Meiny Prins - Priva CEO. As CEO and co-owner of Priva. Meiny she was proclaimed 
Business Woman of the Year 2009 and received the first CleanTech Star of WNF 
(World Wildlife Fund) for Priva. A high-tech company Priva, develops hardware,     
software and services in the field of climate control, energy saving and optimal reuse 
of water. Priva’s market covers the fields of horticulture, indoor and city farming, and 
utility buildings such as offices, retail, hotels and hospitals. For her presentation, 
Meiny will outline her views on disruptive technologies.  

Andy Lee - Andy is the Technical Services Manager at Grodan, the world’s leading 
stone wool substrate supplier to the professional horticultural industry. He has 
worked within the glasshouse industry for 20 years and is recognised as one of       
Grodan’s leading authorities on root zone management. Andy’s work takes him to 
some of Grodan’s biggest clients in Canada, USA, Mexico, Japan, South Korea and of 
course Australia. As such Andy has experience of a wide range of cultural                  
environments and planting schedules. For his presentation Andy will be reviewing 
how growers can use data from climate computers to ‘ forward plan’  crop strategies. 

Emily Rigby - Emily Rigby is a horticultural research scientist who has been working in 
the field of Medical Cannabis since legislative changes came into effect in 2016. Emily 
is Director of Research & Compliance for Cannatrek and Director of Research Pro-
grams for the AIMC – Australian Institute for Medical Cannabis Inc. Her expertise in-
clude cultivation methods, regulatory compliance, licensing and permit applications, 
facility design, patient access, education and research from seed to patient. Emily will 
be providing a presentation overviewing the Medicinal Cannabis industry, and she 
will also be hosting the Medicinal Cannabis seminars 

Tristan Kitchener - is an ex-retailer, having previously held senior positions with Sainsburys (UK) and Coles 
supermarkets. He is now a management consultant providing advice and support along the grocery value 
chain, from major retailers through to manufacturers and primary producers.  Tristan will lead a panel of 
experts looking at trends in the retail sector here and overseas. 

Nicky Mann, Chair of Protected Cropping Australia and Nuffield scholar, will talk about her recent         
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overseas market investigations and outline trends she sees on the horizon. Three specialist workshops will 
offer delegates the opportunity to take a deep dive into some very topical issues. With Medicinal cannabis 
is taking off as one of the industry’s newest sectors.  Emily Rigby will chair a series of presentations           
covering topics from the industry contest, the regulatory environment, and production systems and       
technology. Threats to bees across the world make pollination a prime focus for all growers. Dr Romina   
Raderis a lecturer in Community Ecology (Plant-Animal Interactions) in the School of Environmental and 
Rural Science at the University of New England. She’ll be leading delegates through a range of issues        
related to crop pollination.  The use of chemicals in production horticulture is increasingly problematic. The 
third workshop brings together a star panel of leading practitioners who will share their knowledge of     
integrated pest management. Navigating the hazards of local government planning and the pressures of 
farming on the fringe of urban centres are topical across the country.  Recent contamination scares in the 
melon and strawberry industries have highlighted the importance of crisis management for everyone in the 
industry. Robots and sensor technology are changing the face of on-farm production – and the latest       
information will be presented here. Understanding biosecurity risks and mitigating impacts are also vitally 
important, too.  More than 14 experts will present on new production techniques and technologies. One 
session has a particular focus on berry production. Other sessions will showcase emerging developments 
like aquaponics, biomass and omega 3 oil.  A speed-updating session will allow research students to make 5 
minute presentations on their work. Over the two days, delegates will have the opportunity to browse the 
extensive trade exhibition, which includes more than 60 leading industry suppliers and partners. On the 
final day, delegates will venture into the field to visit farms and production facilities on two day trips – one 
headed south and west out to Gatton, and the other headed north to the Sunshine Coast. 

All in all, an opportunity not to be missed!! Check out the details and register to attend at 
www.pca2019.com. 

http://www.pca2019.com
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Growers heading out to Sea 

Anne Wilson, with her husband Darryl, was an early adopter of 
Australian greenhouse tomato production in February 1995 
whereby they erected their first greenhouse of 1,000m2 on their 
5 acre home property in Drysdale in the Bellarine Peninsula of 
Victoria and called their business, Bellarine Hydroponics. Their 
first greenhouse was relatively low-tech with little in the way of        
automation and only 2m to the gutter however they later built a 
more modern 1,500m2 greenhouse with assistance from            
Hydroponic Designs that included a wide range of technologies 
to allow them to deliver a more productive and comfortable 
crop. Anne was always interested in working with other groups 
to build their knowledge base and industry capacity and was a 
member of the Victorian ‘Commercial Hydroponic Tomato        
Growers Group’, a forerunner to the HFF whereby she became 
one of the earliest Presidents for around 5 years from 1996. 
Anne very much enjoyed her time in the industry through       
learning new and sometimes novel skills (e.g. pulling apart and 
fixing cantankerous oil-fired burners) and contributing to the incredible success of the HFF that has 
grown from strength to strength, have seen their business grow from 1,000m2 to 7,500m2 and become a 
significant employer in the Bellarine Peninsula. Employment capacity escalated when they decided to 
jump in the deep end and build a modern 5,000m2 glasshouse on a nearby leasehold site at Portarlington 
which they have now sold on to new proprietors who take ownership 1st July. Anne and Darryl have      
already advised the new proprietors, ‘this is not a second job or hobby, it is a full time career so prepare 
to be regularly onsite and quickly involve yourself with industry, especially the HFF as they have so much 
to offer and you have so much to learn’! Anne will hold their hand for the first 3 months then they will 
both sail off into the sunset on their magnificent sloop, initially around Tasmania’s west coast and up to 
Darwin and the Kimberley on a well-earned adventure. When asked about any memorable anecdotes, 
Anne reminisced about the time when she, Graeme Smith and Ellis Blainey travelled to the AHA event at 
the Gold Coast in the late 90’s and upon entering the event overheard a prominent industry person at 
the bar comment, ‘Look out, here are the upstarts from Victoria who probably want to take over the    
industry!’ Never was a truer word spoken with Anne becoming the HFF President and Graeme becoming 
AHA/AHGA/PCA President and Chair, so 
effectively the upstarts did take over! Anne 
was recognised at the HFF conference at 
Deakin University in Geelong with a well     
deserved Life Membership of HFF for her 
continuous and indefatigable support of the 
wider industry that helped pave the way for 
the strong and respected industry we enjoy 
today. On behalf of all members, the HFF 
wish both Anne and Darryl a long and happy 
retirement on their glorious ocean                 
adventures and thank you for all you have 
done for our industry over an extended time. 

Happy Sailing guys! 
‘ Seaze the Day’  - awaiting Darryl and Anne! 

Anne Wilson 
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Royal Brinkman 

Committee Member changes 

Following our recent AGM, the HFF welcomes Gary Edwards to the            
committee. Gary has taken up the vacant position that was left after James 
Dixon tendered his resignation from the committee due to increased work          
pressures in running his own business. The committee would like to thank 
James for his contribution to the HFF and wish him well for the future.  

Gary comes from a nursery background and has worked in the Horticultural 
Industry for over 18 years, starting firstly at Humphris Nursery, before      
working for Grow Better Garden Products, and now Garden City Plastics 
(GCP). As part of his role with GCP, Gary works very closely with the          
commercial berry industry and regularly visits these growers across the   
country.  “The berry industry as a whole have really adopted the hydroponic            

methodology of growing and are very progressive in their thinking. I see part of my role as a committee 
member as being able to encourage this sector to have a greater involvement  with the HFF, and in turn 
increase the HFF membership base”, said Gary. Although new to the committee, Gary is no stranger to 
the HFF with Garden City Plastics being joint naming right sponsors for the 2018 conference. “ The great 
thing about the HFF is that it is predominantly a grower ‘ self help’ group, and the members are all there 
to have an input. I am really looking forward to being more heavily involved  in the day to day running of 
the HFF’ added Gary. HFF President John Elford added that “Being involved in running the HFF is a hard 
task, and it’s great to have enthusiastic members like Gary join the team - welcome aboard Gary!”  
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Although not present in Australia, a new threat to the commercial greenhouse industry is currently been 
seen across the world in the form of Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus - ToBRFV.  
What is Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus?                                                                                                                          
ToBRFV belongs to the genus of the Tobamoviruses which also includes tomato mosaic virus (ToMV) and 
tobacco mosaic virus (TMV). Research has shown that the virus breaks through the resistance (Tm-2 and 
TM-2 2(superscript)) that most tomato varieties have against Tobamoviruses (ToMV and TMV).  
Which crops are susceptible to the virus?                                                                                                                            
Capsicum species, such as (hot) peppers, have components that the virus needs to grow (propagate). So 
far it is not known whether pepper varieties are resistant to ToBRFV. Resistant varieties are not affected 
by the virus. According to the literature, in a limited number of non-commercial paprika varieties, the 
Tobamo resistances can be broken under certain circumstances.  
Where was the virus found?                                                                                                                                                         
ToBRFV was first found in Jordan in 2016, after which it was also found in Israel, Germany, Mexico, Unit-
ed States (California) and recently in Italy (Sicily).  
How does the virus spread in the greenhouse?                                                                                                               
The ToBRFV spreads mechanically through the greenhouse. Transmission can take place by, among                                
other things: 
• Crop treatments,  
• Materials (e.g. knives, scissors, clothing, means of transport/carts) 
• Packaging, Infected fruit 
• Insects and animals (e.g. bees & birds)  
Theoretically, all insects that can cause damage to tomato plants can transmit the virus.  
How long can the virus survive? Whilst it is known that virus can survive for a long periods of time in 
water, seeds, soil, material and plant material, how long ToBRFV can survive is not yet known.                        
Can you demonstrate the presence of the virus?  
It can be demonstrated whether a virus is present in the seed by using the international validated ISHI 
(International Seed Health Initiative) measurement method. When pre-screening with ELISA, it is          
important that the correct antibody is used. This can be done at various laboratories and research        
institutes.                                                                                                                                                                               
What are the characteristics of the virus?  

The ToBRFV is mainly recognizable by the mosaic pattern that it leaves on the youngest leaves in the 
head and the shoots and on the fruits of the tomato plant. The fruits get dots and yellow spots or there 
is deformation of the fruit and the leaves. It can also happen that fruit turns brown and wrinkly, that   
necrotic stripes form on the stem and that the stems and sepals dry out. In some cases, you can see nar-
row leaves. A big danger with this virus is that the damage image of ToBRFV resembles the image of   
Pepino mosaic virus and therefore no action is taken. This can lead to serious damage; the virus easily 
spreads further through the crop, productivity decreases, and fruit becomes unsaleable. 
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Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus 

What measures can be taken to prevent the virus? As with other virus threats, ToBRFV is easily spread 
mechanically, a strict hygiene plan is very important. The general company hygiene must be in order so 
that contamination with the virus is prevented and the spread by people, and materials is limited. Also 
make sure that everyone who works for and visits the company - both employees and other visitors – are 
aware of the hygiene measures and ensures strict compliance. Every company will also have to make a 
thorough inventory of the incoming flows there are and what the danger of them is. Think of several 
growers who share the same crates (e.g. in the case of producer organisations). In this case work with a 
special harvesting container and other containers in which the product is being disposed of is a good    
option.  
Measures for staff members entering the greenhouse:  
• Clean hands with disinfectant soap and then disinfect dry hands again.  
• Install a hygiene station for disinfecting hands and footwear.  
• Place disinfection mats where personnel and transport have to pass before entering the greenhouse.  
• Before re-entering the greenhouse, after breaks, visiting the sanitary facilities, smoking (Tobacco is a 

host plant for ToBRFV), etc. disinfect and clean your hands again.                                                                                          
Visitors must wear overalls, gloves, over boot and hair caps.                                                                                         
Provide clean work clothing for the staff.  

Measures that can be taken in the greenhouse:       
• Disinfect used knives and secateurs after each row of crops, and disinfect hands while working  
• Disinfect trolleys, spray trolleys and all moving equipment that comes into contact with the crop                     
• Clean and disinfect the entire greenhouse during the crop rotation. Viruses can survive for a long 

time, both on organic and on non-organic material.  

Firstly I’d like to say a big ‘ thank you’ to all the members that have renewed 
their membership, and welcome again to new members who have joined the 
HFF. 

By now all members should be in possession of an email inviting you to             
participate in the HFF online survey. So what’s this all about? The HFF             
Committee are very aware that they are in place to serve the members, and as 
such it is important that the committee are responsive to the needs of the     
members. However, as an organisation the HFF membership doesn’t meet on a 
regular face to face basis , so gaining feedback can be difficult.                                      
The survey that has been sent out can be accessed at the following link:- 

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYBXG2R  

If you are reading this in the e version of the newsletter on your PC, just hold down the Control button on 
your keyboard and click on the link! There are a number of questions we would invite you to answer and 
most importantly, there is opportunity to provide personal feedback. So this is your chance to give us 
your thoughts - good or bad - we need to know! The survey can be completed anonymously but if you 
want to include your name then that’s fine. The important thing in this exercise is to help the committee 
identify areas that can improve the overall organisation, and equally as important, identify ideas or    
strategies that can help you - the members  improve your business and your bottom line. The committee 
looks forward to receiving your responses.  Ian Mortlock (Membership) 

Membership and Survey  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYBXG2R


 

 

POWERPLANTS AUSTRALIA 

PAGE  16 HHYDROPONIC FARMERS FEDERATION NEWSLETTER  


