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The Secretary 
Welcome to our first      
newsle er for 2019! And 
summer is certainly living 
up to its name with some 
very high temperatures.  
Apparently we had the 

ho est Summer on record across Australia and 
there doesn’t appear to be any sign of things 
calming down as we go to press. The hot weather 
was a bit of a reality check for me as I spent 3 
weeks in England over the Christmas break       
visi ng my old Dad in his nursing home. Dad’s 
health is very up and down, but it was good to 
spend some quality me with him, including      
being able to transport him in his wheelchair to 
the local pub for a meal and a drink! To be fair it 
wasn’t as cold as I had expected, and it didn’t rain 
once ‐ yes I was amazed too! But the thing that 
really struck me was the amazingly low light levels 
during the day. I had cause to drive to the    
Northern town of Scunthorpe ‐  a three hour drive 
each way ‐ and at an op mis c es mate, I don’t 
think the light level got above 200 wa s/m2 for 
the whole of the 7 hours that the sun was trying 
to make an appearance! So from a growing                     

perspec ve, UK growers do it really tough with 
such low light levels, and it becomes obvious that    
u lising supplementary ligh ng sources such as LED 
ligh ng suddenly takes on a greater appeal. So why 
was I driving 3 hours to the wilds of Scunthorpe? I 
had been invited by an old acquaintance to visit 
one of the UK’s premier ver cal farming projects.    
(I know, having the grower genes mean that we  
never really go on holiday!) The trip was certainly 
worth the effort, with some amazing technology 
and hygiene standards being implemented, and I 
have included a report on the facility in this       
newsle er. The President will update you all in his 
report on what’s going on for 2019, but  needless 
to say the wheels are turning pre y quickly in the 
commi ee’s world!  On a sad note, we lost one of 
our industry's great pioneers in January. Flavorite 
founder Mark Millis sadly passed away. Mark pre y 
well ini ated the hydroponic tomato growing       
industry, and he was always ready to offer help and 
advice to other growers. Mark typified what the 
HFF is all about ‐ growers helping growers, he will 
be greatly missed.  So finally, all the best for the 
coming year and I look forward to seeing many of 
you at the next grower day. Regards Tony 
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The President 
What a start to 2019! Like many of you I’ve been doing the hard 
yards in the sheds as we deal with the hot weather, and then the 
bush fire season has kicked in as well! Luckily we have not had any 
issues on that front but a disconcer ng me for many of us on    
country proper es ‐ so please stay safe everyone. Probably one of 
the saddest starts to a year for me in that we said farewell to a long 

me leader of the Hor cultural world. Mark Millis passed away on 
the 26th of January, and leaves behind a true legacy. Mark really 
took hydroponic growing to a whole new level, and he helped many 

of us who were just star ng out in hydroponic growing get to where we are today. Mark had strong      
involvement in both HFF and the AHGA (now the PCA) and devoted a great deal of me and energy to 
both organisa ons. I had the privilege of represen ng the HFF at Mark’s funeral and it was great to see 
so many industry personali es at the event coming to pay their respects. I was also thankful that we 
were able to honour Mark with the HFF industry contribu on award just before Christmas 2019, and 
both Tony B and I feel very proud that we were able to be part of that day.  Rest in peace Mark ‐ you will 
be missed. The commi ee doesn’t rest for long and we have all been busy on a number of fronts.       
Probably the subject that is taking most me for us is finding the venue for our 2020 conference ‐ yes it’s 
only next year! The commi ee have spent a lot of me visi ng various venues, and we have also been in 
consulta on with the trade so that they can have some posi ve input in to the final choice. The venues 
we are looking at represent some great value for money for all concerned, and we are now approaching 
the sharp end of that project and we should have a joint decision with the trade by the next grower 
mee ng ‐ stay tuned! The commi ee members themselves put in a huge effort behind the scenes to 
keep this show running and I am grateful that each and everyone of them has such a posi ve impact on 
the organisa on. But like any good team, we are always looking for new members, so if you feel that you 
would like to have some posi ve input in to the HFF by joining the commi ee, then please feel free to 
have a chat with me. Next on the horizon is the grower day. We will be returning to the south eastern 
area for this event and my thanks in advance to the host sites. The grower days are a great way to        
network and I would encourage you all to come along, and also bring a friend! One of our ongoing aims 
is to grow the organisa on and we need to encourage everyone to spread the word. If you have a     
neighbour that has never a ended an HFF grower day, then bring him or her along to see what it is all 
about! On the big picture front, and although it is a long term involvement, I am pleased to see that two 
of Australia’s major Universi es are looking to try and address the issues of pollina on of vine crops with 
the use of insects rather than by physical means. Western Sydney University is undertaking some really 
interes ng work with s ngless bees as pollinators, and Adelaide University are inves ga ng growing 
structure designs that will enhance insect pollina on of crops. Admi edly this won’t see us stopping   
tapping the crops wires overnight but at least there is some progress in finding an alterna ve to physical 
pollina on. Tony B is keeping in close touch with both Universi es and he will send out details of the    
projects to all members as informa on becomes available. And if you hadn’t heard, the PCA’s long me 
secretary, Saskia Blanche, has decided to resign her posi on to take up some new challenges. On behalf 
of the HFF I would like to thank Saskia for all the help she has given the HFF across the years and  we 
wish her well in her new adventure. She will be missed by us all. But taking up the reigns as Execu ve 
Officer for PCA will be Jan Davis, who will certainly be keeping the PCA going forward, congratula ons 
Jan on your new appointment. So that’s probably about it from me. I hope that you all got some sort of 
break across the Christmas period, but as we all know, Christmas comes at totally the wrong me of year 
for growers!  And having staff on leave and hot weather is a sure fire guarantee that pu ng the feet up 
with the family is usually off the agenda!  Cheers everyone, John Elford—HFF President 
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It has been five years in the making, 
but a Legana, Tasmania, agricultural 
machinery manufacturer has           
developed a processor that has 
strawberry growers around the world 
asking for demonstra ons.               
Marshall Machinery researched and 
developed the COIR‐RX substrate 
processor that feeds growing bags in 
and separates the plas c from the 
organic growing material. Strawberry, 
tomato, capsicum, cucumber and 
similar crops can all be grown in such 
material, making the poten al market a large one. The plas c is packaged ready for recycling and the 
organic material is converted to mulch. A er speaking with berry growers about their substrate wastage, 
Marshall Machinery managing director Rod Marshall said he started thinking about how he could          
develop a machine that helped with the plas c recycling as well as conver ng the growing material into 

something usable. “They had to get 
people into the polytunnels to 
manually take the material out. It 
was an environmental challenge to 
recycle [the plas c] and labour  
intensive,” Mr Marshall said. “It 
has been a hard job to get a       
machine to separate the plants and 
make sure the plas c is clean 
enough for recycling,” he said. 
What he came up with cks both 
boxes and is now in the final stages 
of development. “Now it’s all 
about awareness,” Mr Marshall 
said. While the work has con nued 
on and off over five years, Mr   

Marshall es mates it would have been the equivalent of one person working on the project for two 
years full me “There are lost of different components. We trialled different methods and rejected    
others. Some we scrapped and started again,” he 
said. COIR‐RX has already been tested at field    
trials and demonstra on days at Tasmanian berry 
farms and on the mainland. Growers in Tasmania, 
mainland Australia, UK and Europe have all       
expressed interest in the COIR‐RX and Marshall 
has already been working on another varia on for 
tomatoes. “Once we showed the machine their 
eyes lit up,” he said. “I have a grower in South 
Australia who has been begging me to send it 
over.” Story courtesy of The Examiner and Good 
Fruit and vegetables 

Rod Marshall 
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Due to impending re rement, the opportunity exists to obtain the leasehold of 10 acres of land and    
purchase the glasshouse and associated facili es. The landlord is agreeable to a lease transfer and       
extension.  Ideally located at Portarlington on the picturesque Bellarine Peninsula the property is only 25 
minutes from Geelong and 75 minutes from Melbourne. Perfectly situated to service the expanding    
popula on and tourism needs of the district. 

THE GLASSHOUSE                                                                                                                                                                           
5,000m2 divided into two equal compartments with each compartment having separate environment 
and irriga on controls 

Town water, plus storage tanks, Natural gas fired hydronic hea ng with CO2, Thermal/shade screen, 
Mis ng system and overhead fans, Hanging gu ers, Grosense moisture content monitoring system, 
Irriga on recircula on system, All plant and equipment needed for crop maintenance 

Currently growing cherry truss tomatoes but suitable for a wide variety of crops. Adjoining pack‐shed 
and staff ameni es including 12 pallet cool‐room 

THE PROPERTY                                                                                                                                                                         
Flat land suitable for glasshouse expansion (STCA), 3 phase power, Town water, Natural gas, Dual 
driveway access, Prominent posi on. Owners keen to re re. Price nego able.  

For more informa on or to organise a site visit contact Anne Wilson on 0418449320 

Investment Opportunity 

Membership Report 
Hi everyone. As the membership secretary it’s my job to ensure that we not only 
sustain our membership but ac vely grow the numbers. One of the best ways we 
can do this is to invite new members to see first hand what we do. The next 
grower mee ng is an ideal opportunity for this to happen! If you have a         
neighbour or friend who would be interested in joining the HFF, why not bring 
them along to our grower mee ng on Wednesday, April the 3rd. Not only will 
they see how Grandiflora and Garden City Plas cs operate but they will also get 
to hear some good informa on from the speakers, as well as having the chance 
to network with like minded growers. So have a serious think about bringing a 
poten al member along. Hopefully see you all on the 3rd!  Ian Mortlock 
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On the morning of Thursday the 14th 
of February, the Fire Brigade was 
called to Ball Australia at 5.45am and 
arrived to find a 100m by 100m area of 
the maintenance and service facility at 
Ball Australia involved in fire. Owing to 
the severity of the fire, more crews 
including teams with breathing               
apparatus were paged immediately to 
support the ini al fire fight.               
Firefighters from Carrum Downs,    
Cranbourne, Dandenong, Frankston, 
Hallam and Langwarrin a ended with 
8 fire trucks including an aerial ladder 
pla orm. The fire was deemed under 
control at 7.25am. Representa ves 
from EPA, VicPol, Ambulance Victoria, 
and local council building surveyors 
were also at the incident. The fire 
caused damage to the main irriga on 
system, as well as the Priva climate          
management system. Ball               
management have been working hard 
to ensure that unaffected areas of the 
facility con nue with produc on.    
Powerplants Australia staff members 
were also quickly on the scene and 
managed to get the Priva climate     
management system back up and      
running within 24 hours of the            
indecent ‐ which was no mean feat. 
Powerplants were able to access spare 
parts from their factory, and the       
system was restored under the        
leadership of technician—Ben Volz. 
Other support industry companies 
have been working closely with Ball to 
get the  facility  back up and running 
where possible. Ball have assured     
customers that produc on will be     
con nuing as per normal. The HFF has 
offered  support to Ball in their hour of 
need, as well as the wider industry     
rallying around Ball to provide assis‐
tance where possible. At me of 
prin ng, fire inves gators are currently 
yet to determine the cause of the fire. 
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HFF Grower Day and AGM 

Hydroponic Farmers Federa on  
Grower Mee ng and AGM 
Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

 
 
 

Farm Visit ‐ Grandiflora Flower Farm 
Tour and AGM—Garden City Plas cs 

 

This year’s AGM will be hosted by Grandiflora and Garden City Plas cs.  Join us (HFF) in an opportunity to 
see and talk with other Growers/Wholesales/Trade at these premier industry and support facili es 

Day commences at Grandiflora Flower Farm, 565 Dandenong‐Has ngs Rd., Skye VIC 3977   

9:30 am Registra on tea/coffee 
10:00 am Start tour 
11.00 am  Tour finish—travel to the Garden City Plas cs 
11:30 am  Tour of produc on facility 
12:30 pm  Lunch—Kindly sponsored by Garden City Plas cs 
1:00 pm Presenta on by Garden City Plas cs                                                                                                                 
1:30pm Presenta on by Sco  Mathew—Syngenta                                                                                         
2:00  HFF AGM—Including President’s report, Treasurers report, Memberships report 
  Vo ng for vacant posi ons,                                                                                                        
2:30pm PCA Update 
2:45pm Any other business 
3:00pm  Mee ng closes 

Please note, Program may change on the Day. 

  
MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE—WE NEED TO HAVE A CLEAR IDENTIFICATION OF               

ATTENDEES FOR  THIS MEETING SO THAT WE CATER ACCORDINGLY  

FOR CATERING PURPOSES PLEASE RSVP BY FRIDAY 31st MARCH  
    
PLEASE EMAIL RSVP TO John Elford — johnelford@bigpond.com 
with the following details:‐  
 
NAME/S………………………………………….........……………..…....…………..  

NAME OF BUSINESS/COMPANY…………………………...…..……………...  

PHONE NUMBER/email address……………………………….………………. 
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ECOMIX  
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The Jones Group have constructed one of the largest ver cal farms in the UK in Northern England. The 

brain child of technical office Dr Paul Challinor,  and CEO James Lloyd Jones, the facility is housed within 

an old cold store construc on that is lined with white     

sandwich board style insula on material. This provides a 

clean and easy to maintain surface in terms of hygiene. The 

floor surfaces have been painted with a high durability 

white coa ng which again provides ease of cleaning, and 

also aids in the hygiene maintenance program. The white 

coloura on was also chosen to aid in light reflec on. The 

internal areas of the facility are divided into two specific 

zones – High care and Low Care. The low care area is      

effec vely all areas outside of the growing zones. To access 

the building itself and to proceed in the low care area, all 

staff and visitors are required to wear plas c overshoes 

over exis ng footwear, and hands are required to be cleaned using chemical soap dispensers. Entry into 

the High care area requires individuals to step over a low retaining wall into the robing area and remove  

exis ng footwear, and put on hair nets, a complete protec ve hood, all in one plas c overalls, gloves 

and white gum boots. Once this has been completed, individuals then required to enter into an ‘air 

shower’ to ensure no foreign material or pathogens are bought into the growing area. This is hygiene at 

a very high standard, but the process does effec vely mean that no pests of pathogens are entering the 

growing area itself.  Whilst these 

might seem extreme, this is very 

much part of modern day ver cal 

farming , and it is certainly a 

measure that is required in this 

high tec form of growing. The 

first thing you appreciate when 

you enter the growing are is the 

scale of the facility. The size of 

the growing room is large. The 

total growing area is 5120 m2 and 

this is accommodated on a racking system which extends to a total of 17 levels high. This is equivalent to 

around 11 metres in total height. The design of the racking also incorporates a mezzanine floor and 

walkways to allow growers to view the crops first hand. 

All of the growing is undertaken using an ebb and flood 

growing system. The system has a high level of               

automa on and the growing trays are automa cally    

handled by a mobile robot which places them on a      

predetermined growing level. All of the Jones groups 

crops are grown from seed which is germinated on to 

thin layers of rockwool. Seed is applied to the surface of 

the rockwool substrate using a drum seeder. The         

germina on process takes place in a separate growing 

room which has independent climate control for          

Growing area prior to system installa on 

Hygiene control 
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the management for temperature and humidity control. 
Again the a en on to detail and hygiene is considerable in 
this process with all seeds and growing media being         
subjected to treatment by UV‐C ligh ng.to ensure no pests 
or diseases are4introduced into the facility. Nutrient         
solu ons are controlled and delivered from a Priva Nutrifit 
dosing unit using a tradi onal A and B solu on system. Any 
water entering the growing area is firstly treated with a UV 
treatment via Priva Vialux UV system, and recycled water 
retrieved from the growing system is again treated by a 
second Priva Vialux UV system. CO2 levels are constantly 
monitored and adjusted by the use of a direct injec on   
system. An average CO2 level of 1000ppm is maintained.     
A Solexenergy system provided the air handling and          
climate control capability of the system. It was interes ng 
to note that no air entered the unit unless it had been pre 
filtered prior to being fed into the growing chamber – yet 
another layer of hygiene control. Ambient temperatures of 
around 25C were being u lised with Rela ve Humidity      
being maintained around 60%. Although the air handling 
unit gave a uniform air speed across the growing surfaces, 
addi onal fans were introduced at the edge of the growing 
structure to aid circula on. The Jones group carried out a 
number of trials of ligh ng types before deciding on a final 
product. Proprietary ligh ng from the larger companies 
came at a higher price than some cheaper Chinese            
suppliers, but this higher price was seen as acceptable     
given the guarantee of light quality and product life, and 
reduced power consump on and generated heat. The final 
lights chosen was a General Electric (GE) product, and the 
lights included a Deep Red White spectrum to allow for   
vision of the growing crop. The GE lights were able to be 
‘daisy chained’ together to give end to end connec vity of 
lights and evenness of overall illumina on. A light level of 
220 mmol was being achieved at the crop surface. The GE 
lights also provide a 36,000 hour life me and five year     
warranty. All crops are presold as the Jones Group has              
nego ated a contract with a commercial sandwich produc‐
er who takes all produce. Crops grown include:‐ Basil, 
Chives, Coriander, Dill, Mint, Parsley, Watercress and leafy 
salad crops. An es mated 420 tonnes of vegetable material 
will be produced each year. The harves ng is carried out by 
growing mats being fed into a cu ng machine which          
automa cally gathers the produce and bags it. Once the crop is harvested, the trays are placed into a 
washing unit which steam sterilises the trays before reuse. In addi on, by designing the farm as a “high‐
care” facility, JFC is also planning on being able to cater to the growing demands of cosme cs and        
pharmaceu cal customers who require reliable supplies of natural ingredients.   

Jones Food Group 

11 metre high growing rack 
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Powerplants celebrates 25 years 
Powerplants are celebra ng their 25th Anniversary this            
February. Founder Carl Van Loon, whilst working in his 
family’s nursery business, realised that people who   
understood greenhouse technology were very rare,     
giving him the inspira on to solve this problem for the 
Australian hor culture industry. Carl studied               
Mechanical Engineering and then transferred across to 
Hor culture. During his study at Melbourne University 
he spent seven months in Holland gaining experience in 
the European market. It was during this trip to Holland 
that Powerplants was born. Carl returned to Australia in 

1994, registered the business name Powerplants and started opera ng the business from his bedroom. 
Supported by family members David and Trish van Loon, the hunch proved correct and there was a     
hungry market for experience and technical understanding. Fast forward 25 years and Powerplants is a 
successful Australian owned company employing 45 full me employees and contractors. It hasn’t all 
been smooth sailing but Carl believes the success of the business comes down to being able to surround 
himself with good people. ‘I’ve been involved in hor culture all my life and the one thing that has never 
changed is the culture of the industry. It is populated by very down to earth people and that is a huge 
appeal to me. I genuinely enjoy working with people who are a racted to the industry.’ Powerplants 
have a number of experienced Priva Technicians as well as Screen Installers, ‘A’ grade electricians,         
Mechanical and Electrical Engineers, Dra smen, a great Sales Team and top Administrators. Carl also 
prides himself on the companies that Powerplants chooses to partner with including top European       
suppliers such as Priva, DeGier, Svennson, Alweco, Holland Scherming, Javo, Flier, Da Ros, Bosman van 
Zaal, Philips, and IDM to name a few. Another of Carl’s passions is manufacturing locally. Powerplants 
manufactures Climate Control Computers, Fer ga on and UV Sterilisa on equipment, Circula on Fans, 
Ebb & Flood Benches, Fogging Systems and Electrical Control Cabinets. Last year Powerplants exported 
over a million dollars’ worth of UV Disinfec on systems to Canada though US company Urban‐Gro. Carl’s 
philosophy is always to look at the long term rela onship with growers and suppliers, not the short term 
profits. ‘We have always focused very strongly on the needs of our customers and ensuring that they are 
happy with any project that we 
undertake, I have found if the 
clients are happy, the profits 
usually follow’, he said. But   
businesses don’t succeed for just 
one reason. Carl points out that 
Powerplants has thrived in an 
industry that has seen its share 
of challenges because he has the 
right a tude and is in it for the 
right reasons. Carl is always     
prepared to put his customers, 
his staff and his projects ahead 
of profit. Drawing on his          
experience growing up, Carl    
always puts himself in the 
grower’s posi on and asks: 
‘Would I be happy with that?’ 
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Vale - Mark Millis 
With Mark Millis’ passing, the hor cultural industry has lost a          
passionate Australian glasshouse pioneer in the fresh food business. 
Mark was one of the founders of Flavorite who shared and delivered 
his vision to grow and supply flavoursome glasshouse tomatoes and 
other fresh produce throughout the year. Founding Flavorite a er a 
heart a ack at age 40, Mark began a quest to live a less stressful but 
fulfilling life, giving up his job at the wholesale fruit markets in          
Victoria where he’d mainly sold bananas, and on occasion, tomatoes. 
Tired of some tomato offerings that were “like cricket balls”, he       

purchased a small farm in Tynong and tried his hand with open field tomatoes. “It was a pre y rocky road 
and I didn’t like growing out in the paddock,” Mark told Rijk Zwaan in a December 2018 interview. He 
ba led with inclement weather for five years before building a small greenhouse. “I had five sons and I 
wanted them to be part of it, so I handed my seven‐year‐old a bag of nuts and bolts and said to him to fit 
the shed together. The two older boys put the gu ers on and we went from there.” Mark says there were 
many learnings in the beginning and they contracted every disease and insect imaginable. He used his   
contacts in the markets to sell tomatoes and over me, it became clear that there was a demand for his 
product and he needed to increase produc on to increase profits. In 1993, he approached a long‐ me 
friend and fresh produce marketer, Warren Nichol, to go into partnership. “Even though he’d never sold 
tomatoes, glasshouse tomatoes in Victoria were a new business so it was a very appealing product. I said 
to him straight out, ‘I think you can sell these Warren, we can create a new market for them’.” Warren 
had a farm at Warragul and with their own money bravely backing the venture the duo built more       
greenhouses. By 1994, they were picking 120 tonnes of tomatoes a year on 3,000 square metres, while 
working with 30 smaller growers who u lised their packing shed. Since they already had connec ons with 
the supermarkets, they were able to supply Coles and Safeway with truss tomatoes, sold as singles. In 
1999, Mark and Warren began packing smaller fruit on a truss, a move that revolu onised their business.“ 
I was very surprised when we started growing trusses because the demand was so strong,” Mark said. “I 
wouldn't say I was a perfec onist but I like things to be really good and we did have a fantas c product.”             
Mark’s pioneering work is in safe hands as his sons con nue to run and develop the Flavorite business. 
There are some people in this world that are irreplaceable  ‐ Mark Millis was one of those people. Rest in 
peace Mark  

Used Ell-Gro tubes for sale 
 

 

 

 

500 Ell‐Gro polypropylene tubes for sale. 6 metre lengths. Also 100 ends for sale.                                      
Used to grow le uce and herbs. Good condi on                                                                   

Please contact Geoff Edwards 0403 348 259                                                                      
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Early bird registra ons are now open for the PCA 2019 Na onal Conference. This will be Protected         
Cropping Australia’s 15th biennial conference. By registering now you will be eligible for a $150 discount on 
the overall registra on fee. The conference will include in‐depth speakers and panel sessions, including;      
Pollina on, Medical Cannabis, Training and educa on, Ligh ng, Hi‐tech how‐to‐grow, Low‐tech how‐to‐
grow, How‐to capitalise on new trends in consumer shopping such as Uber Eats and Hello Fresh, Ver cal 
Farming, Fresh Produce Contamina on, Berries, Growing Strategies Using Data From Climate Control      
Systems, Robo cs, Nutri on, Climate Control, Irriga on, Labour Management Solu ons. The ever popular 
farm tours will also be part of the program. To register for the conference, please go to the PCA website at 
h p://www.protectedcroppingaustralia.com/ or alterna vely please contact the PCA Execu ve Officer ‐ 
Jan Davis at email admin@protectedcroppingaustralia.com     

 Interna onal speaker to a end PCA Conference ‐ Andy Lee is Technical   
Services Manager at Grodan. The world’s leading stone wool substrate       
supplier to the professional hor cultural industry. He has worked within the 
glasshouse industry for 20 years and is recognised as one of Grodan’s leading 
authori es on root zone management. Andy’s work takes him to some of 
Grodan’s biggest clients in Canada, USA, Mexico, Japan, South Korea and of 
course Australia. As such Andy has experience of a wide range of cultural    
environments and plan ng schedules. He is a regular speaker at conferences 
and industry seminars. He has published numerous research reports as well 
crop technical ar cles which have appeared in hor cultural trade magazines 
throughout the world. Andy’s unique posi on also allows him to stay close to 
the leading edge developments in Europe. Andy founded and chairs the 
“Green Expert Pla orm” – a forum of interna onally recognised crop           
consultants who meet to discuss and present crop technical issues every 6 

months.  Andy has been instrumental in realising Grodan’s vision for data driven precision growing. 

Andy Lee 
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Agnova 

Thoang Trinh (pictured le ) is a grower and HFF member 

from Lara, Victoria. Thoang grows 1.5 hectares of             

undercover hydroponics consis ng of Cucumbers, Eggplant, 

Cherry Tomatoes, Gourmet Tomatoes, Hydro tomatoes and 

Chillies. “I have been growing cucurbits for about 4 years 

and have been using Flute followed by Kusabi in my spray 

program. I know Powdery Mildew can be an issue for some 

growers, but my crop has remained clean with the help of 

using these products. I apply them any me from             

mid‐October onwards as this is typically when picking 

starts. The withholding periods are     awesome, providing a 

real advantage over other products on the market as they 

allow me flexibility with my picking and pruning program. I 

also like to mix other products and find them to be very 

compa ble with other chemicals.” said Thoang . 

According to Michael Tran 

of EE Muirs,  “Powdery    

Mildew is one of the major 

diseases in cucumbers. I 

have recommended both 

Flute & Kusabi in spray pro‐

grams and found them to 

be highly effec ve in preven ng Powdery Mildew. The 

greatest benefit to my growers is the 1 day withholding pe‐

riod with Flute and nil withholding period with Kusabi, due 

to the fact that they may be picking every day. Both       

products also have an extensive list of compa bili es with 

other products on the market.” said Michael. For further 

details on both Flute and Kusabi, please feel free to contact         

Michael at EE Muirs on mobile 0418 899 586 
E.E. Muir’s Michael Tran 
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Weterings Super Chopper 
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 Located on Queensland’s picturesque      
Sunshine coast, Nora Valley Developments 
has established itself as one of Australia’s 
premier Tomato Growers. As we know,     
producing consistent yields  burs ng with      
Flavour is not easy and requires con nuous 
improvement to stay compe ve. Recently 
the team at Nora Valley enlisted the help of 
Royal Brinkman to commission a new piece 
of crop rota on equipment in the form of a 
Weterings Super Chopper, and its instantly 
become a game changer. A er using Speedy 
binders for many years, it was me to 
change to a different approach a er the 
farm added a few extra hectares. “The  
chopper allows the grower to pull the       
tomato crop and shred it to within 20        
percent of its original volume through      
turning the tomato vines into mulch. The 
model they use can process 2,500 to 6,500 

square meters per hour”, says Ma hew Dent of Royal Brinkman, which is the distributor of the machine. 
“Its built‐in iron detec on increases safety and saves money on repairs when tomato hooks or crop sup‐
ports enter the machine.” Not only has the Super Chopper delivered on its promise of reducing crop    
removal mes at Nora Valley, but its ability to reduce Tomato vines to spreadable mulch has eased the 
burden of disposal at the Yandina based opera on. Nora Valleys head of engineering and maintenance 
Sean Long speaking on his ini al experience with the new Chopper “We saw the Chopper as having a 
great mix of reputa on, value and reliability and it delivered fast results. If you want to speed up your 
crop rota on and gain a weeks produc on, get a Super Chopper………….. we see this  investment paying 
itself of in 2 years”  

 

Weterings Super Chopper fast facts:‐ 

 Shreds crops, such as tomatoes, peppers, 
aubergines, Berries and cucumbers. The 
crop volume is reduced to approximately 
20% of it's origin. 

 Features a user friendly interface and is 
built according to the latest safety         
standards. 

 Has a capacity of 2.500‐5.000 m2/hour 
(depending on the circumstances). 

 It's John Deere power plant complies with 
the latest Euro emissions standards. 

 Heavy duty tracks make it manoeuvrable 
in all situa ons. 
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Royal Brinkman 

Brinkman Open Day 
Brinkman Australia recently held an Open Day for their customers, which also allowed everyone to meet 
the newly appointed Managing Director, David Sobevski. David is taking over the role from Job Roskam, 
who will be leaving Royal Brinkman in the middle of the year. Also a ending the event was Royal       
Brinkman CEO ‐ Ton van Mil. Growers had a great opportunity to discuss the Brinkman products first 
hand, as well as having access to representa ves from Hann Instruments, Genesis Hor cultural Solu ons, 
Priva and Yara. Also available was a huge range of tradi onal Dutch foods and deserts ‐ which most     
people sampled several mes! A great day which gave growers access to a range of products and services 
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